
Bearing Witness

I am an action-person.  If something is wrong, I want to make it right. If
someone has a problem, I want to find a solution.  If a pregnant Mom is not
receiving the care she deserves from her doctor or nurses, I want to make
heads roll until she gets the best!

The other night I dreamt that a couple was expecting a baby.  Mom went into
labour early, there were complications, and the doctor was nowhere to be
found.   The couple asked me to go find their doctor and MAKE him come
back.   I raised all sorts of trouble  to MAKE that doctor return and care for
my client - dragging him behind me as I raced down the hall.  Then a person
walked mournfully out of the couple's hospital room and I knew instantly (in
my dream) that either Mom or her baby had died. 

My spirit sank low within me.... not just because of the death, but because of
my absence during that death.  I should have been with Mom, Dad, and baby
through their terrible ordeal.  I was so busy making the doctor act,  I didn't
actually do what I was called to - embracing, caring, and loving
unconditionally no matter WHAT happened.

I woke up, and while still in that half-asleep place, I realized God was using
this dream to tell me:  Sarah, it is not your place to change the course of
events.  I have called you to bear witness to the births of my children, and to
love these mothers, also my children, through it all.

As a follower of Jesus, there are times when the right thing to do is fight for
justice in our un-just world.  There are also times when it is not our place to
intervene, but to love unconditionally those persons touched by injus tice and heartache.

Even when it appears that a problem needs a solution - for instance, when a young person
works up the courage to say "I'm struggling with cutting" - what they need first is not a solution
to their problem.  They need first to be embraced, cared for, and loved unconditionally.
Wrongs need to be righted, problems need to be solved, and injustices need to be corrected.
But......:
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"If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don't love, I'm nothing but the
creaking of a rusty gate. 

If I speak God's Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making everything
plain as day, and if I have faith that says to a mountain, "Jump," and it jumps, but I don't

love, I'm nothing. 

If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr,
but I don't love, I've gotten nowhere. 

So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I'm bankrupt without love.  Love
never gives up.  Love cares more for others than for self .  Love doesn't want what it doesn't
have.  

Love doesn't strut, 
Doesn't have a swelled head,
Doesn't force itself on others, 
Isn't always "me first," 
Doesn't fly off the handle, 
Doesn't keep score of the sins of others, 
Doesn't revel when others grovel, 
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
Puts up with anything, 
Trusts God always, 
Always looks for the best, 
Never looks back,
But keeps going to the end. 
Love never dies. 

Inspired speech will be over some day; praying in tongues will end; understanding will
reach its limit...... We don't yet see things clearly. We're squinting in a fog, peering through a
mist. But it won't be long before the weather clears and the sun shines bright! We'll see it all
then, see it all as clearly as God sees us, knowing him directly just as he knows us!  

But for right now, until that completeness, we have three things to do  to lead us
toward that consummation: Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love extr avagantly.

And the best of the three is love."   (1 Cor 13:1-13 the Message)  - Sarah -
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Some Things to Pray for:
People - Darnell, Rebecca, Tammy, Brandon, John, Amber, Curtis, Anthony, Melissa, and all
the kids we see each day.

- Sarah, Michele, Jeff, Christine, Andrew, Daryl as the missionary staff of
Northumberland YFC.  May we be faithful to love extravagantly in our ministry to youth.

- the many volunteers, both in direct contact ministry and in the background.  Without
these folks, your ministry would be very limited!

Events - our first summer camp-out, July 10-12.  That we would listen to the leading of God
as we encourage and challenge the youth who come.

- the youth centres, open all summer long.  Especially pray for Tuesday and
Wednesday nights - they will be the busiest!

- the various car washes, yard sales and other events that are intended to raise funds
and encourage youth.



Number Fourteen is a Blast!

What was a blast?  The 14th Annual “Volleyball on the Beach” Tournament!
Saturday, June 9th, saw approximately 80 teens and their leaders form 10 teams to

compete in the volleyball tournament.  Six churches were represented by 8 teams, plus one
from the Outback and one a group of friends who joined in.

God blessed us with wonderful weather and a safe day of sport and fun in our new location
behind the bandshell and in front of the pagoda.  We began the tournament with a challenge
from Daryl Stogryn, asking the teens to think and choose wisely during the day, and, if they
were a follower of Jesus, to make choices that reflected that as they competed in the
tournament.  Then we were off......thirteen games later, with a pause for lunch, “Dutch Blitz”, a
team from Fellowship CRC in Brighton, came out on top!  

This tournament was truly a blast! The teams had fun, and they played and competed with a
real sense of sportsmanship. They were encouraging to their team members as well as the
other teams.  It was a good day.

Keep a lookout for us next year, on the beach behind the bandshell, on June 7th, 2008.

Christine Moss, Cobourg Staff
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Bits and Pieces
The Beacon Youth Centre in Brighton will be open this summer.  They are on reduced hours to
give our volunteers a break, but kids keep coming!  There will be a few special events scheduled and
we look forward to continuing to build high quality relationships with these youth.  Our volunteers
are fantastic - they take kids out for dinner, to movies and special events all the time.  Praise God for
these energetic people who are pouring their lives into youth!

All our youth centres are remaining open  - for details please call: 
The Beacon 613 475 6046 The OutBack  905 885 1580

The Silverworks  905 373 4707   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We welcome Bruce Dunk, long time board member to his new role as Chairman!  Please pray for
wisdom and discernment as he gives leadership.



Random happenings in Port Hope:

Had drop-in conversations with a young man who says
he feels “all alone in the world”; with a young woman
who is rediscovering her faith amid struggles; with a
girl who is a relatively new Christian and is dealing her
best friend moving 3 hours away

Helped two teens in need of a home find temporary housing with two of
our volunteers.

Ended another successful season of the
TGIF (Thank God it’s Friday!) Club at
Dr. Hawkins Senior Public School with a
pizza party attended by close to 20 youth.
We averaged about a dozen Junior
highers each Friday throughout the school
year.

Organized a yard sale and raised $1000.00 for the Outback Youth Centre.

Continued to come away from some meetings and events with youth wondering if we were
really accomplishing any good, yet coming away from many others sensing that God’s

Holy Spirit was at work  teaching teens and drawing them closer into a relationship with Him��  

      - Jeff - Port Hope -
-----==================================================================-----

Do you know someone having a birthday or anniversar y??
We live in a society where we don’t need more stuff.  Consider making a donation to

Northumberland YFC in the name of the person or people you are celebrating with.  When
they get an acknowledgment from us, they will be pleased to know that you care enough to

help a young person in honour of them.  

It’s easy  - call us, visit our website or send in a cheque.  Young people need your help!
It makes a difference!!

4 Been invited to be a part of "Port Hope for
Youth", a committee of youth service
providers that will work out of the Port
Hope Alternative High School campus to
help meet the needs of “at-risk” youth.

Ran our second "all-nighter" with 18
youth attending.  At midnight we held a

worship service and invited youth to
spend time listening to God.  Afterwards,
a young man who had previously shown
little spiritual interest asked for a Bible

and asked me to mark interesting parts for
him to read.  He spent a good part of the

night reading the Bible!

Held an end-of-school
BBQ in the backyard
of one of our
volunteers.  Swam, ate,
goofed around with a
video camera, sang
worship choruses and
had prayer around a
campfire.  

One teen told me
later that she really
felt the presence of
God that evening.

Put my ordination to
good use and performed
the marriage of two of
our volunteers, Jason
Vos & Meloney Rahm.

Thankfully His work is not random.  He is very deliberate in His desire to show His
love and to work His will in our teens, in our volunteers, in me, in all of us!  May His
will continue to be done in Port Hope and may we always be careful to follow His
leading throughout the “random” events He puts in our path.



The NYFC Bike Club Is Rolling Again!

After a three year layoff,
the NYFC Bike Club is back
on the road again!  

On Saturday, June 2nd, 5
teens and 2 adults rode
approximately 45 kms., from
Stogryn’s house north of
Brighton to the Marina in
Cobourg.  It was a great day
as we were blessed by the
perfect weather and a safe
ride!  It was exciting to see
alumni of past bike trips come
back as the adults and to see
a whole new crop of cyclists.  

We began the day with a short devotional and prayer time then began pedalling. Our only
incident was a flat tire just a few kilometres into the ride!  Next time we pack the tire repair kit!  

A great big “thanks” goes to John Stanford, our faithful support van driver!  

Stay tuned for more adventures from the NYFC Bike Club!

Christine Moss, Cobourg Staff
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For the first few weeks of June, our dear friend Joseph Ayree from Ghana had a chance to
visit us for a while.  We kept him quite busy on a speaking tour while he was here.  He shared
with many the efforts of YFC in West Africa and encouraged those who have supported the
ministry there with his stories.  While here, he also had a chance to talk to teens in a variety of
settings, including a local high school and all three of our youth centres.  

One important meeting he had was with a
group of adults from Brighton, many of whom
have supported our ministry in Ghana over
the years.  This group is forming a team, to
be led by Daryl and Hope Stogryn, and
Sarah Stanford to serve in Ghana in
February of 2008.  The goal is to go
personally and encourage the people of
Ghana, work on the projects that we already
have underway and to investigate some
proposals for further long term ministry. 

Joseph has also requested that Daryl join
him in February in Liberia for a few days to
encourage the ministry there and help develop
a long term plan to reach former child soldiers
in that war torn country.
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Joseph sharing stories and pictures with
kids at the Silverworks



I/We would like to support the ongoing ministry of Youth for Christ
through....

___Prayer                     __Financial Partnersh ip

I would like to offer a gift in the amount of:  

$_____ $60___     $100___ $500___
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please apply my support to the following mission area(s)

General Account____ (core funding)
Daryl Stogryn, Executive Director___   

Michele Shutt, Administrator ___
Christine Moss, Cobourg___

Jeff Snow, Port Hope___
Sarah Stanford, Doula and Research___

Andrew Fortier, East Ministry___  
The Silverworks Youth Centre, Cobourg___

The Beacon Youth Centre, Brighton___
The Out Back Youth Centre, Port Hope___  

=================================================
Please process my support by:

___ Cheque (enclosed),

___Visa   #_______________________  exp. __/__                 ...or

____ Pre-Authorized Withdrawals  (please send forms)

Make all Cheques payable to ����������������           
(Our charitable # ����������	�	�
����
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PRAISE GOD WITH US:

� For the National Ministry
Conference of 2007 which
was a refreshing and
encouraging time of learning

� For a few special financial
gifts that have come in to help
relieve some of the summer
pressure.

� For the youth centres, all of
which will stay open this
summer!

� For the success of the annual
beach volleyball tournament.

� For one of our former student
leaders, Nova, who is
currently serving in Ghana!

� For the opportunity to take a
team of adults to Africa in
February to “see for
themselves” the work and the
needs in Ghana.

� For the ongoing, successful
partnerships with other local
agencies.  

� For the recent gift of a high
quality network printer for the
office - what a difference this
makes!

PRAY WITH US:

� For our immediate need for
financial resources.  We have
not been able to make full
payroll in a couple of months
and some bills are behind.
We have seen a recent drop
in gifts (since late March)
that has stressed our
resources beyond normal.
Please pray for a swift
resolution to this.  Summer is
a hard time for connecting
with financial partners.

� For the many students we will
see this summer in the youth
centres and through events.

� For our youth summer
camping trip July 10-12.

� For fun and safety during bike
club events this summer.

� For our roof!!  The main
office roof needs replacing
and we do not have the funds
to do it.

� For wisdom as we develop our
existing ministry and seek for
new opportunities to reach
youth.

� For the Board of Directors, as
a new season begins.


