
THE NON-NEGOTIABLES

I just got off the phone with a colleague from Manitoba.  As we closed our
conversation, I was reminded by him of the “non-negotiables” of our work.  As we
start a new ministry season, it makes sense to remind ourselves of these principles
which help guide our work.

� EVERY KID IS SAFE with us.  We must provide a safe environment,
(emotionally, physically, spiritually and interpersonally) for every kid we meet.
Whether it’s in a youth centre, a car, a school gym or a classroom....we are
committed to “being safe" for youth. Our world so often consumes young people,
sees them as a commodity, or conversely ignores them until there is a problem.

� EVERY KID IS SPECIAL  to God and therefore to us.  Every kid is a unique and
non-repeatable creation, made in the image of God.  A "one-of-a-kind" should
not be discarded or ignored.  A "one-of-a-kind" deserves to be polished, refined,
encouraged and supported to their full potential.

� EVERY KID IS SIGNIFICANT to our community and to the world, even though
many youth don't believe this.  We strive, not only to tell them of their
significance, but to act on it, therefore demonstrating our commitment to this
belief. We will not pre-judge a person. We will love these kids whether they have
a criminal record, a drug habit, engage in violent behaviour or whatever their
situation.  Every kid is significant and deserves our efforts.

� WE HAVE GIFTS TO SHARE and a responsibility to do so.  We believe the
person, work and values of Jesus are a gift worth sharing and that they make a
difference.  We believe it is our privilege and responsibility to share these things,
with gentleness and respect. We share without force, but with conviction and
confidence.  We do this without compromising the SAFETY, SPECIALNESS  and
SIGNIFICANCE of each kid. Young people can then choose how to respond.

We live out these "non-negotiable" principles now.  We do our best to recognize and encourage not
only the youth of our communities, but their families as well.  These “non-negotiables” also drive our
commitments around the world.

We look forward to sharing with you the results of living out these convictions on a day to day basis.

Please pray that we would be successful this season in providing safety , encouraging a sense of
significance , recognizing and nurturing the special ness of each individual, and sharing  the gifts of
love and life that we have in Christ.
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Doula Ministry Update - Sarah Stanford

I knew "Melinda" wanted to have me as her doula.  She had the paperwork, and we'd been getting
together all throughout her pregnancy - hanging out, planning, establishing trust, and building our
relationship.  Then one day I heard through the grapevine that she was in labour at the hospital.

What??  I told myself that she must have decided she didn't need me.  I saw her a couple days later
though - still very pregnant - and something seemed 'off'.  We didn't have time to talk then so I called her
later in the day to check in.   I prayed for her before calling - asking God to bring her comfort and peace,
and to help me find the right words as I tried to gently piece together what was going on in her life. It
turns out Melinda WANTED me to be her birth doula but she thought she couldn't afford it and didn't
know how to ask me, so she had been avoiding me.  

In our phone conversation I learned that the baby's father may not make it to the birth.  She has a friend
she hopes can come with her, but that isn't certain either.  I could hear the strain in Melinda's voice as
she told me she 'might end up doing this alone.'  My heart broke for her.  No woman should have to birth
alone!  (Yes, the doctor and nurses are around, but if you've visited a labour and delivery ward in the last
few years you'll know that a labouring Mom is not able to receive continuous one-on-one support from
the hospital staff.)

Without a moment's hesitation I told Melinda that if money was the only thing standing in the way then I
would waive my entire fee.  ".....really?....."  she asked.  "....you'd do that for me?"   
"Absolutely." I said.  (Our policy at Youth For Christ is to ensure that doula care is readily available,
especially for young moms.)  She burst into tears of relief and thankfulness.  

So now Melinda waits for those tell-tale signs that her baby's arrival is imminent, and I wait for my cell
phone to ring.....

P.S. If you, or someone you know, is able to sponsor Melinda's doula care, that would be very
helpful - I still have to pay for things like parking, gas, and on-going training to keep my professional
skills and certifications current.  I publish a suggested range of $250 - $450, which goes toward covering
my time and expenses - not profit. When you consider that I spend anywhere from 15 to 40+ hours with
a mom (prenatal preparation, the birth, postpartum followup, etc.) the costs quickly add up. (Many
doula’s in Ontario charge between $500 and $800+ for their services.) We want to make sure that mom’s
like Melinda don’t have to go without because of money. Thank you.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
summer camp....
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Summer in Port Hope!

It's always nice to have a drop-in volunteer with a pool
in his backyard.  When Chris MacNutt and wife
Christine offered to open up their pool and host a BBQ
as an end-of-school party for our drop-in kids, it took
me a nanosecond to accept.

Many of our core youth from THE
OUTBACK  showed up along with a few of
our other adult volunteers.  The evening was
filled with a lot of water, lots of food, and a
lot of laughs.  There were also a few tears as
one of our core youth was moving to
Hamilton the very next day.  

We had a powerful time of prayer
for her together at the end of the
evening.

A great time around the campfire, singing some of
the new worship choruses that we've been
teaching the youth wrapped up the evening. With
the help of some extension cords and an overhead
projector, we converted the wall of Chris' garage
into a movie screen for projecting the words to the
songs. 

It was an evening that I think many of our youth will be talking about for a long time to come.

Jeff Snow - Port Hope
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Cataraquai Trail - A Chance to Experience God!

Five eager cyclists were ready to hit the
trail on Saturday, August 4, 2007.  The old rail
trail wound it’s way through small villages and
towns, along rivers and lakes, through limestone
rock faces and Canadian Shield rock faces,
across trestle bridges, through marshes and
farmland, alongside beautiful arrays of
wildflowers.  

At the end of the day we figured we had seen
collectively the following list of wildlife:
rabbits, snakes, frogs, squirrels, a coyote, blue
herons, a hawk, and a fawn, along with lots of
butterflies.  We also enjoyed a swim in
Sydenham Lake. Our champion of the day was
Aaron who rode approximately 70 kms, with
others riding between 30 and 50 kms, while I
even managed 16 kms!!  

At one point some of us got lost.... but without cell phone communication (little or no service in the
area), and no motorized vehicle access on the trail, we didn’t have any choice but to keep going.  While I
was taking a break from cycling, Aaron would scout ahead to see if the end was near.....at least three
times he did this...each time he returned with the news...."nothing as yet!"  (Kind of like Noah sending
out the dove looking for land!) After 1.5 hours we stopped and prayed....prayed the end would be just
around the corner, prayed that I might make it, prayed that the others wouldn’t worry too much as we
were already at least ½ hour past schedule.  Then in the distance we saw a rider approaching:  
recognizing Nathan (the adult rider) we breathed a sigh of relief..... 

Overall, it was a wonderful day. The weather was amazing, the scenery was incredible, and the sense of
God’s presence with us (even when we wondered if we were lost) was very real.  You don’t have to go
very far to be “away from it all”, and yet be very close to God!

We are now eagerly looking forward to September and our next trip, to see where God travels with us.

Christine Moss, Cobourg Staff

4

DID YOU KNOW!!!
If you support the United Way, you can direct your contributions to be sent to 

Northumberland Youth For Christ.  
There are a number of donors who do this already through payroll contributions or direct giving.

Call the United Way if you wish to set this up.
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6 EVENTS ETC....

SEPT 22, 2007
- Volunteer training event at the Silverworks -
open to all  youth ministry people in
Northumberland.  
RSVP to the office at 905 373 4707, or e-mail
<christine@nyfc.org>

SEP 29, 2007
- Applefest Brighton.  Come and have lunch
with us at our BBQ Beef on a Bun location,
Main St., Brighton

OCT 3, 2007
- Manafest! In concert....St. John's United
Church, Campbellford @ 7:00pm. Sponsored
by Campbellford clergy in partnership with
YFC.

OCT 29, 2007
- YFC Coffeehouse evening in Cobourg at the Best
Western - Cobourg Motor Inn.  7:30-9:30pm.
Come and join us for coffee and desserts, with
music provided by Alumni, Volunteers and Staff of
NYFC.  $20.00 per person, includes unlimited
coffee, tea, desserts and free babysitting!

YOUTH CENTRES WEEKLY

THE BEACON, BRIGHTON
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday nights 7-9pm
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, lunch time!

SILVERWORKS, COBOURG
Tuesday nights, 7-9pm

THE OUTBACK, PORT HOPE
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights 7-9pm

------------------------------------------
- Our staff are in the schools regularly offering
support to students and staff.

- Sarah assists a new support group for young
moms in partnership with Alpha House.

- We continue to partner with Wraparound
Northumberland and Youth Probation.

Praise God with us:
- for the gracious partners who have helped with
our financial needs this summer.  We are not
caught up yet, but things are a bit easier.

- for the successful summer camp in July, and the
campers who made strong commitments to pursue
positive change with the help of God.

- the volunteers who remained active all summer,
keeping our centres open and special events
successful.

- for the alumni who have agreed to assist us with a
coffeehouse to raise profile and funds in October.

- for the opportunity to lead a team of adults to
Ghana in February, most from one church - to
continue the work we have been doing there so far.

- for the opportunity for Daryl to spend a week in
Liberia in advance of the Ghana mission to assist in
the development of a ministry to former child
soldiers.

Pray with us for:
- wisdom at the beginning of this new season.

- The Silverworks - “The harvest is plentiful but
the Labourers are few...”  Please pray for more
committed volunteers to join the team.  We would
dearly love to be able to open up at least one more
night a week.  This would require a team of 4
volunteers committed to serving one night a week
at The Silverworks in Cobourg.  Give thanks for
those who are already serving:  Dave, Denis,
MaryJane and one of our board members - Lesley.

- these youth from across the county: Chris,
Anthony, Sarah, Rebecca, Amber, David, Melonie,
Chrissy, Tim, Jonathan, Paul, and all the others we
see on a regular basis.  May they find peace in God
through our work.

- for the support we need, prayers, volunteers and
finances to continue, and to grow.

- for our roof on Division St., Cobourg.  We still
need it repaired and winter is coming!


