
"...pray that I stop hating my Dad 
because I really, really hate him!”

The Tuesday after Thanksgiving we had 19 teens “drop by” the Silverworks - which
means they are there for the duration of the evening. I was worried....how would we
get through Talk Time without major disruptions?   So I (in my wisdom) reminded
them that it was Talk Time and if any of them were not interested in listening then
now was the time to leave. But they all stayed!!  

And so we moved into Talk Time....I began with my story about when I lost my car
keys in Lake Ontario at Pres Qu’ile and how God lead us to these keys after we had
prayed that we would find them.  The teens were amazed!  They’ve all been to that
beach and know how big the area we are talking about covers.  

I reminded them that God cares about our concerns and listens to our prayers.  Then I  
shared with them about one of our volunteers who is struggling with the recent loss of
a good portion of her eyesight....they love her and this was a big concern for them...I
told them we could join together and pray for her and her full return to health.

Then, I asked them for their prayer requests and I was amazed by the number of teens
who shared serious prayer requests about family members (They were listening and
obviously some part of them understands that God cares) 

Just as we started to pray there was a quiet voice beside me who said “Well, I guess
you could pray that I stop hating my Dad because I really, really hate him!”
(This young man has shared with us in the past his frustration about his nonexistent
relationship with his father and how he hates going to his house to visit
because he is virtually ignored while he is there, and this prayer request came
just after the Thanksgiving weekend, so his frustration and anger was fresh in
his mind.) I was amazed by this prayer request....the genuine honesty of it
and the maturity of it, “please change me, not my dad”!  You can bet we’ve
been praying for him since!

Change (transition) happens in small increments.  We, the staff at The
Silverworks, need to be faithful and loving, week after week, interaction after
interaction.  God is working in their hearts as evidenced by this young man’s
prayer request!  Please keep praying for the teens that their ears, eyes and
hearts are open to hearing and seeing the truth. Please pray that we as staff  can be creative, engaging and
totally reliant on God’s Spirit to lead us.

Christine Moss - Cobourg Staff
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Some light from The Beacon in Brighton!
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Giving and receiving.

We've all heard the phrase "It is more blessed to give than to receive." (Acts 20:35) And it's true.
But is it the whole story?  

When Paul wrote this to his friends in Ephesus, there were nasty riots in town because the growing
Christian community meant decreasing sales of stuff related to idol-worship.  People were really cranky
that they weren't 'receiving' as much money as they used to.  Specifically, Paul used this phrase "It is
more blessed to give than to receive", when talking to church leaders about the importance of supporting
'the weak'; people who despite their best efforts were not able to financially sustain themselves.  I think
what Paul was saying was "Don't expect the poor people to support you - you support them!"  I believe
Paul was reminding the local (often new, and inexperienced) Christian leaders that although things might
be financially tough, it was more important for them to support the poor than to gripe about bad sales.
That's just my two cents worth though. Let me share some thoughts with you from an interview I heard
this week, about giving and receiving and generosity:

"She was famous for her work with the poor in the s treets of Calcutta. One day a beggar by the
road ran up to her with a small coin - financially worthless to anyone but him. It was his day's
take on a long, hot and humid day, and he wanted to  give it to her. She pondered what to do. If
she took the money then he would have nothing at al l, but if she rejected him, it would not only
hurt him but insult his generosity. She stretched o ut her hand - he, who never had the chance
to give, could give to Mother Teresa. The joy on hi s face said everything to her."*

With true generosity it is as important to receive, as it is to give.  In receiving, you allow the giver the
joy of giving; you are humbled to share your own needs and have them be met by another; you find a
sense of deep gratitude for a gift given freely.  

This goes far beyond the issue of money.  It is a matter of the heart.  It is about wanting to BE a generous
person (as Jesus was!), not a person who occasionally does generous things.  True generosity is about
shared life; it is about balance. Helping a neighbour rake leaves.  Receiving the slimy half-eaten cookie
from your friend's 2 year old child.  Donating time or money to a charity.  Receiving a meal when you
are too ill to cook.  True generosity works best in a circle - where it is given AND received.  

    As we settle into the Fall season, and preparations for Christmas begin,  I would encourage you to live
a truly generous life - one where you both give of yourself, AND receive the good gifts of God.

Blessings to you.
Sarah  (* From the work of Lucinda Vardey.)
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Will you join us for 24 hours of prayer for young p eople?

On December 12/13, 2007 we are asking you to join us for a 24 hour time of prayer for the youth
of our world and the ministries that reach out to them.

From 12pm on the 12th to 12pm on the 13th, we ask you to choose a 1/2 hour time block or more,
and commit the needs of youth and youth ministries to prayer.

Will you join us??   
Contact us (by e-mail <info@nyfc.org> or phone 905 373 4707) and let us know when you will be praying.  

We will offer prayer suggestions and hopefully achieve 24 hours of constant prayer.
Let us know if you would prefer to pray where you are or at one of our YFC Centres. 

If there is enough interest we will try to open them for extended hours for this purpose.



Some reflections on Halloween

I went out for Halloween last Wednesday.  Yeah, I am kinda old for
that, and, no, I didn’t dress up.  I spent an hour and a half in the

“Chicken Dance” subdivision of Port Hope, where hundreds of
costumed children roamed the streets collecting various goodies. 

Usually we cancel our drop-in nights on Halloween because the teens have other things planned
and no one shows up.  This year, we decided to challenge our teens to think beyond themselves.
We got the OK from the local food bank to go door to door collecting canned goods on their
behalf.  I wasn’t sure if any teens would show up, but four did, and we collected over 100 items
for Fare Share. 

One girl said she felt very proud of what she was doing.  Another said she felt God’s presence
while collecting.  One young man, who always likes to look on the negative (he commented that
he was quite bored half way through collecting), yelled back to me as he was driving away on his
bike at the end of the night, “I guess it was kinda fun.” 

It’s always a challenge to get teens to think beyond themselves, (especially when the opportunity
to collect candy is involved!), but on this night, four teens “got it”.  In their efforts to be a
blessing to others, they themselves were blessed.

Jeff - Port Hope
=============================================================================
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A small but receptive audience joined us on
the 29th of October to hear YFC Alumni

return on our behalf to join staff and
volunteers in a coffeehouse presentation.

It was a fun night of many musical styles.
The funds raised go the ministry of

Northumberland YFC.

What a wonderful time to re-connect with
some who we had the privilege of

influencing years ago.

At the Coffeehouse 
Oct 29th



International Missions Update!

We are in regular contact with our friends in West Africa and look forward to
seeing them again in February.  From February 7th to 24th, we lead a team of

adults to Ghana to continue work on the leadership training centre and consider
partnership in a couple of other projects as well. Most of the team members come
from St. Paul's Church in Brighton.  The team is filled out by some folks from
Cobourg and Southwestern Ontario. This mission is a co-operative effort of YFC
and St. Paul's, and is a great example of a local church partnering with YFC locally and globally.

As part of this mission trip, Daryl will go in advance of the team by a week and spend time in Liberia.
The YFC ministry in West Africa had asked Daryl to assist them in developing a strategy for connecting
with and hopefully re-integrating former child soldiers in that country.  Added to both legs of the
mission will be Luke Rienstra from Cobourg.  Luke is a photographer who will travel with us in Liberia
and Ghana, and then spend time with YFC in Sierra Leone and Gambia.  His role is to document the
needs of the people there so that we can convey more effectively what is happening in West Africa.

Northumberland YFC assisted Rob and Andrea Kamerman, and Sondra LeBlanc - all of Cobourg - in
their efforts to serve the people of Uganda in August.  They went as a small team, served local churches,
helped with their outreach efforts and connected with YFC in Uganda.  We are very proud of them - they
did terrific work, represented Canada and YFC well, and they are looking forward to the next
opportunity to serve there.  Rob was a teenager with YFC Northumberland and served on one of our
music teams when he was in high school.

Our next youth mission team is planned for the summer of 2009. If you know of a young person who
might want to serve with us in Ghana in 2009, please contact Daryl or Sarah at the Northumberland YFC
office. We would be grateful if you chose to support the February '08
mission as well - just call the NYFC office.
=================================================

Federal Budget Benefits Charities and Donors

Dear Friends and Partners,

I have been asked a number of times to explain the exciting changes in
tax law regarding gifts of shares of stock or mutual funds. According to
the May 2, 2006 federal budget, donors now pay no capital gains tax
on shares donated to registered Canadian charities, and receive a tax
receipt for the full value  of the shares. 

This is a tremendous tax incentive for donors and a  wonderful
opportunity for charities, such as Youth for Christ .  The key is to
donate the shares themselves - not to sell them first.  This form of
donation is new to NYFC, but it has the potential to contribute
significantly to our financial need. At the same time, it is very
beneficial to donors.  

A securities specialist friend recently told me that this is of particular
interest to those with long held stocks like BCE. This is a win-win
situation that could help YFC continue reaching out to youth in our
communities for years to come.

If you have further questions about this or how to gift shares, please
contact Daryl Stogryn at 905 373 4707, or <daryl@nyfc.org>
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WHO'S WHO.....
Daryl Stogryn, 
Executive Director

<daryl@nyfc.org>

Michele Shutt, Administrator
<michele@nyfc.org>

Christine Moss, Cobourg Area
Ministries 

<christine@nyfc.org>

Jeff Snow, Port Hope Area
Ministries

<jeff@nyfc.org>

Sarah Stanford, Birth Doula,
Research and Statistics

<sarah@nyfc.org>

Andrew Fortier,  East
Northumberland Area Ministries

<andrew@nyfc.org>



Live The Mark!

I was asked recently to speak at a university church service about a characteristic of Jesus known as
"Jesus the Intercessor."  It got me thinking...

As a follower of Jesus,  I believe that our primary role is to emulate the characteristics of Jesus. One of
these characteristics is that of an intercessor. An intercessor is someone who intercedes (no kidding) on
behalf of another.  Literally, it is someone who gets in-between one person and another, or a person and
an issue, to pursue a resolution or correction or justice…or some such end.

I think that if we, as "Jesus followers", are striving to become more like him, then we must not forget the
characteristic of intercession. People will often interpret this as prayer only.  Therefore, some will say,
“But I pray for people all the time!” That’s great, but it's not what I mean.

As I read about the life of Jesus I realize that even though he prayed for others, (which is not to be
minimized) he did much more in his intercessory life. He was physically active in intercession as well,
ultimately to death on the cross. When I look at some who claim the name of Jesus, I realize that prayer,
like talk - can be cheap. It can be cheap in the sense that I have seen people use prayer as a convenient
way of avoiding any physical or practical responsibility.  This is not to say prayer is un-important, to
the contrary, it is vital and has results. We can and should pray, and I believe we need to do much more
if we are to exemplify the life and character of Jesus in who we are and how we act.

We can intercede for the poor with our prayers, and we can get between the poor and their poverty with
our actions and resources.

We can intercede for the lonely with our prayers and we can get between the lonely and their loneliness
when we pick up the phone or go visit!

We can intercede for the hungry with our prayers and we can get between the hungry and their hunger
when we feed them with our hands.

We can intercede for the youth we see in our neighbourhood with prayer and we can get between a
young person and trouble by spending time with them in person.

We can intercede for the finances of a mission with prayer and we can step into that divide between
needs and resources by digging into our own and sharing.

We can intercede for many things with prayer (and we should) and we can intercede for many of these
same things with our actions.

The mark of a Christian is love. Love is not a passive thing.  Love demands action to be seen and felt.
The character of Jesus as it lives in us, is shown (at least to some degree) by how we intercede as an act
of love for those around us. 

Live the mark.
Daryl Stogryn

Executive Director

P.S. - Please go back to page 3 - and then join us for prayer - as a beginning, not an end.
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I/We would like to support the ongoing ministry of Youth for Christ
through....

___Prayer                     __Financial Partnersh ip

I would like to offer a gift in the amount of:  

$_____ $60___     $100___ $500___
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please apply my support to the following mission area(s)

General Account____ (core funding)
Daryl Stogryn, Executive Director___   

Michele Shutt, Administrator ___
Christine Moss, Cobourg___

Jeff Snow, Port Hope___
Sarah Stanford, Doula and Research___

Andrew Fortier, East Ministry___  
The Silverworks Youth Centre, Cobourg___

The Beacon Youth Centre, Brighton___
The Out Back Youth Centre, Port Hope___  

=================================================
Please process my support by:

___ Cheque (enclosed),

___Visa   #_______________________  exp. __/__                 ...or

____ Pre-Authorized Withdrawals  (please send forms)

Make all Cheques payable to ����������������           
(Our charitable # ����������	�	�
����
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How Donating Shares Works!

02,500Tax on Capital Gain
50%50%Assumed Tax Rate

05,000Capital Gain for
Tax Purposes

0%50%Capital Gain Rate
10,00010,000Capital Gain

-10,000-10,000Less Original Cost
$20,000.00Gift of Shares

$20,000.00Sell the Shares
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Old New

02,500Net Cost of $20,000
Gift to you

-10,000-10,000Tax Credit
(20,000 x 50%)

02,500Tax on Capital Gain
10,00010,000Original Cost
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��"�#$�

$20,000.00$17,500.00

��!����
"%���
���ACTUAL 

This is only one scenario, and this kind of donation needs to be
initiated through people who handle stocks.  

For more information on this way of helping us help youth, 
please call the Executive Director, Daryl Stogryn 

905 373 4707 or e-mail <daryl@nyfc.org>



Praise God With Us For:
� the October 29 coffeehouse, and those

who volunteered to perform.  Laura
Stewart, Shamus Hannah, Jim and
Sharon Connor, and Christine Moss
and Peter Riccio.

� the increased numbers of youth at our
youth centres.

� increased access to youth at school,
and our ability to serve the needs of the
school community in many ways.

� the rebuilding of our ministry in
Campbellford.  We are now involved
in the high school again (through a
breakfast program) and we are working
with local churches in developing
ways to reach youth in that town.

� the adult team from St. Paul's Brighton
heading to Ghana in February, and the
co-operative ministry that exists
between that church and YFC.

� the changes we see in some of the kids.
For some, it is a softening - the shell
begins to fade.  For others it is an
eagerness to learn about deeper things.
We praise God for working in these
hearts.

� the volunteers who faithfully step into
the gap and love these kids into the
kingdom of God.
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Pray With Us For:
� more volunteers to run the Silverworks

- because of health issues, at the end of
December we will be down to just two
volunteers operating the youth centre
on Tuesday evenings.  Could you help
out?  Young people have also been
asking us about opening another night
- we can't because we don't have the
volunteer staff. Contact Christine at
905-373-4707 if you can help.
Thanks!

� board members.  We have a great
board, but it is small.  Please pray that
God would raise up the right people
who are willing to serve on our board
of directors.

� MJ - one of  our faithful volunteers -
for the restoration of her eyesight and
God’s peace in the midst of this
difficult time.

� Mack - a kid who has prayed that he
would not hate his dad as much - pray
that God would grant his request.

� the roof of our main building.  The
estimates are slowly coming in - and
we expect about a $10,000 repair.
Pray that the resources to fix this
would come quickly - winter is fast
approaching.

� peace in our world this Christmas
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