
February 2008

Purpose: - To serve the people of Ghana through the
minstry of Youth For Christ and local churches by offering
ourselves to build, teach, encourage and love the Ghanaian
people in the name of Christ.

Overview: - From February 8th to the 23rd, an adult team
co-ordinated through St. Paul's Anglican Church, Brighton,
and staff from Northumberland YFC lived and worked
together for the benefit of the people of Ghana.  Two team
members travelled to Liberia as well to learn about the
ministry of Youth For Christ in that war-torn
country, and to contribute to the
development of ministry to former child
soldiers.

The Construction Task: - Working on the
West Africa Youth For Christ Regional
Training Centre, this team was responsible
for getting the concrete block walls on the
second floor completed so that the second
floor roof could be started. We also built and
installed an 8 station computer lab that will
service 6-8 local villages, and provided the materials to complete the administration offices for the training

centre and Ghana Youth For Christ. 

Stats:
� 15 people (aged 18-72), working 8 construction days

with 4 Ghanaian masons moved 1,468 concrete
blocks from a ground-level storage location, up two
flights of stairs to where they would be laid in walls,
12 tiers high.

� 18 bags of cement (weighing 110lbs each), 432 head
pans of sand (moved from a pile 100 yards away), and
216 pails of water (drawn from a cistern 50 yards
away) also had to be brought to the second floor.

� All of this was done in 38 degree (c) plus, and 100%
humidity.
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Relationships are crucial to the success of any mission.  Since 1998 we have been in contact with, and have
supported, the YFC ministry and some small churches in Ghana. This has allowed us to have an impact far

beyond the actual time we spend in Ghana.  In a sense, this  was not a short term mission, rather it is  an
"in-country component" of a mission that has been underway for 10 years.  The mission will continue.

Here are some photo's - they simply represent the people we (and by that I mean you and I - all of us, travellers,
donors, suppliers, prayer partners, individuals and churches) have impacted.  

Four young people have received scholarships through us.  The
father on the right, representing his daughter Esther  said, "She
would not have a chance for school if not for you - thank
you."

Joshua - second from the right met us on the beach a few days
later.  He had returned from school for the day and wanted to
introduce us to his mother, a fish-monger.  The days catch had
come in , and she was sorting it for sale.

VILLAGE LIFE...... Lunchtime!!

George our driver and
his family after church New Entrance
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Over and above the work on the walls, we rebuilt the entry way
to the compound which had to date been washed out every year
by the rains.  The ground is like digging in red concrete!  We
dug a trench about 25 feet long, 4-8 inches deep and 8 inches
wide.  This was filled with stone and in one section we built a
berm to shed the water as it rushed down the hill in the rainy
season.

When we were not working on construction we were assisting a local medical clinic, visiting local schools, and
churches, and checking out a proposed site for a new school to be built by a church in LA, which has close ties

to St. Paul's and YFC.

--------------------------------
For me our time in Ghana proved to be
very worthwhile and fulfilling in all ways
and if the opportunity arose I would
definitely visit the country again. I learned
a great deal about the country, its people,
its culture its climate and its way of life. All

of these were very different from our country of
Canada. I think what I found most interesting were the people. They were genuinely welcoming,
pleased to have us and eager to show us their country and to share their stories with us. This proved
to be true wherever we went: the village of Kokrobite, the churches in La and Kokrobite, the cultural
market in Accra, the national forest near Cape Coast, the school, the clinic, and the YFC compound
itself. Everywhere we were greeted with wide smiles and hellos and the desire to let us into their
lives. The joy with which they view life and the faith
and love of God they possess was truly inspiring and
something to which we can all aspire. They made me
feel special and valued by the warmth of their
welcome to "Mamma Donna" right down to two year
old Joshua who announced "I sit on your knee now." I
must also add that I believe Bill would have had a
similar reaction and in many instances I truly felt his
presence with us all. I also learned something about
myself. There were many things I thought I could not
do only to find that by the grace of God and the
prayers of so many here at home I COULD. 
 - Donna Doucette

Comfort is a lady we met in 2006.  She was an
apprentice seamstress then.  Now, with her
certification in hand, she was ready to start her
business and practice her trade to earn money
for the family.  For less than $100, we were
able to give her a head start. She cried when we
gave her the money.  

She is now up and running (with a pile of
Canadian customers in her first week!!) and has
a work ethic that will serve her well. This will
help her children and her young sister go to
school and "...have a much better life than we
have." .

In 2006, we built a computer lab which serves 6
villages; 35-50 youth per day.  Some students
walk for three hours to get an hour instruction
on a computer.  This helps them with their
education, especially their testing for secondary
school and beyond.  The lab needed to be moved.
A new room was finished, and Jake re-installed the
lab in its new and final location.  It re-opened two
days after we left.  

On our last day we held a training event for Ghana
YFC staff - here they are checking out the new
computer lab facilities.

--------------------------------
While in Ghana, we learned that our bus driver
George, a talented and hard working man, required
surgery.  In Ghana there is a public health care system,
but you must pay for surgeries yourself.  With the help
of the 2006 team, we paid for his surgery and his
families expenses for a month while he is off work. 

Environmental Stewardship Too!
The influence of the West has not been all good to say the least.  Plastic bags, introduced to a culture that has no
infrastucture for dealing with non-biodegradable waste, and which for thousands of years has thrown away the
plant material that wrapped their food (because it does return to the ground) have become a real problem.  

At the request of a church in Kokrobite, our team helped them with a clean-up day on the main street of the
village.  Plastic bags have choked out the ditches and created more standing water.  The local health clinic noted
that they had tracked an increase in malaria as a result of standing water, and were excited to know that our
efforts would help decrease malaria rates in the area.  Our efforts to train and encourage the local faith
community to engage in this form of stewardship were greatly appreciated.

It is worth noting that we
accomplished twice what a
previous team (more than

double our size) had
accomplished, and we did 

it in less time.

"There is nothing you could
have said to prepare me for

what I have seen." 
- Team member

Above...A school room in Kokrobite

Donating supplies to the local clinic

"This is really hard, they have so little
and I have so much.  I am not sure how to
respond." - Team Member

Comfort's new shop


